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Getting Started 

Installing SoilMate 

Load the SoilMate CD into the disk drive on your PC. An installation guide will be displayed on 

screen. Please follow these instructions to install SoilMate software. A restart of your computer will 

be required (maybe > 1 restart). 

Starting SoilMate 

Once SoilMate is installed you will need to start the program. This can be done one of two ways. 
 
1) You may start SoilMate at any time by using the Start menu. 
 
Click the Start button located at the lower left hand side of the screen then mouse over Programs 
then mouse over SoilMate then finally left click once on SoilMate. 

 

 

2) You may start SoilMate by using the SoilMate icon located on the desktop. 

When viewing your desktop find the SoilMate icon, place your mouse over the icon and double left 
click. 
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SoilMate Licencing 

New Users 
Your SoilMate licence file is sent to you as an attachment to an email message. The attached file 
SoilMate.lic needs to be saved in the following directory - C:\ SoilMate. To do this right click on the 
attached SoilMate.Lic file and click save or save as depending on your email client. Next, navigate to 
C:\ SoilMate and click save.  
 
Once you have started SoilMate you will be presented with the Login Screen. This screen allows you 
to select your user account to log into SoilMate, create a new user or quit (cancel) the program. 
 

 

At the login screen click ΨNew UserΩΦ 
 
SoilMate now requires you to select your licence file. Navigate to C:\ SoilMate and select it by left 
clicking the file once. 
 

 

Once the file is highlighted you may now click the Open button. 
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You will then be presented with the SoilMate Licencing Agreement. Once you have read through the 
agreement tick the I accept checkbox and click OK. 
 

 

Next you will be asked for a username and password. The username and password will be needed 
to log into SoilMate in the future. A password is not mandatory and can be left blank. Once you 
have filled in the information click OK. 

 

 

SoilMate is now ready to use. 

Existing Users 
If you are already licenced with SoilMate and receive a new licence you will need to update your 
current licence. This can be done once logged into the application by selecting File>Update Licence. 
 

 

Navigate to C:\ SoilMate, select the licence file and then click OK. 

You will then be presented with the SoilMate Licencing Agreement. Once you have read through the 
agreement tick the I accept checkbox and click OK. 
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Process Flow Chart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil Sampling 
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¶ Lab processes sample and sends data to 

Back Paddock Company. 

¶ Lab test data file is immediately available 

on www.backpaddock.com.au and 

queued to be sent via email 12PM the 

same day. 

¶ Sample details entered into SoilMate as a 

άtǊŜ-[ƻƎƎŜŘέ ǘŜǎǘΦ {ŜŜ tŀƎŜ 27 for Pre-

Logging details. 

Physical sample taken 
Barcodes labels printed (see page 8) 
Test codes selected from website (see page 10) 
SOF form completed (see page 20) 
SIF form completed (see page 25) 

¶ Lab test data file downloaded from www.backpaddock.com.au or 

saved from email to hard drive. 

¶ Lab test data file imported into SoilMate where it is then 

matched by barcode with the existing Pre-Logged test data. See 

page 35 for importing lab test details 

¶ Recommendation is created from lab test data. See page 37 for 

recommendation details. 

¶ Report is generated containing recommendation. See page 45 for 

report details. 

http://www.backpaddock.com.au/
http://www.backpaddock.com.au/
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Printing Barcode Labels 
 
Note: Before attempting to print barcodes an active internet connection is required. 

The label sheets required for printing barcodes in SoilMate are Avery L7656 labels. These labels are 

available from a large number of suppliers and will probably be sourced locally as Avery is a 

common label brand name. Stickers should be printed using a laser printer to reduce the 

possibility of the ink running. This is more likely with bubble jet and ink jet printers. 

Load the label sheets into your printer. 

Now click the Download Barcodes button in SoilMate. See below.  

 

Note: This button can also be accessed in the Tools menu. 

The Download Barcode Wizard window will be displayed as shown below. 

 

Select the printer to print the barcodes to and select the number of barcode pages required. Press 

Print to begin printing the barcodes.  
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See below for an example of a printed barcode label sheet. 

 


















































































































































